
 

 

February 2019 Newsletter 

 

 

 

Principal’s Message 

Hello Dogwood Family, 

As we transition to the second half of the school year, I wanted to bring 
to your attention a new area of focus at Dogwood Elementary School. I 
want to thank all the parents and community members who attended 
the 2nd Quarter Parent Voice Meeting. The meeting created the space 
of an engaging dialogue about strategies that help increase the home 
and school connection when encountering, resolving, and healing from 
traumatic events. The group focused on bullying with the 
understanding that many children experience other traumatic events. 
The conversation at both the 9am and 12pm meetings were rich and 
created pathways for a continuing conversation. I look forward to 
hearing your ideas at the next meeting scheduled on April 10, 2019 at 
9am, 12pm, or 6pm. I am a firm believer that it is easy to identify the 
issue, but it harder to heal. As a school community, we can not negate 
the importance of healing as individuals and a collective unit. Healing is 
an imperative part of self-care!   
 
As always, thank you for your unwavering support!   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Ms. Johari Toe 

Principal 

Dogwood Elementary School 

 

 

 

 
Important Dates: 
Math Night- Schoolwide 
Activity  
           Tues. Feb. 5, 2019 
           6:00pm-7:30pm  
2nd Quarter Report Card 
Distributed 
            Thurs. Feb. 7, 2019 
Presidents’ Day- School Closed 
            Mon., Feb. 18, 2019 
Parent Learning Workshop- 
Focus: Reading 
Audience- All Grade Levels 
            Tues. March 19, 2019  
             9am-11am or 6pm-8pm 
3rd Quarter Ends- School Closed 
3 hours Early – 12:15pm  
*no PM Pre-k  
            Fri. April 5, 2019 
VIP Day 
            Tues. April 9, 2019 
3rd Quarter Parent Voice 
Meeting 
            Wed. April 10, 2019 
            9am-10am, 12pm-1pm,  
             or 6pm- 7pm  
Spring Break 
            Fri. April 19, 2019 –  
            Mon. April 22, 2019 
Pre-K & Kindergarten 
Conference Day – No School for 
Pre-k & Kindergarten Students 
            Mon. May 6, 2019  
Pre-K Conference Day- No Pre-k 
            Tues. May 7, 2019  
 
 
                             

Dogwood Resource Staff at the 
Woodlawn Public Library 

 

 

 



 

Principal’s Corner 

2018-2019 Parent Events- Save the Date 
**Some dates have been revised as of 12/2018** 

 
VIP Days 

• Tuesday February 12, 2019  

• Tuesday April 9, 2019 
o VIP Days are formal invitations to any important person 

in a child’s life. Although parents can visit their child’s 
classroom at any time, VIP Days are especially set aside 
for our families. VIPs are invited to join in the learning 
experience, have lunch in the cafeteria, and hang out 
during recess.  

 
School-wide Events 

• Math Night  

• Tuesday, February 5, 2019  

• 6:00-7:30PM 
o Parents are invited to participate in choice sessions that 

focus on how to support their child in the areas math 
fluency, foundational math skills, solving real world 
problems, math literacy, accelerating student 
mathematical comprehension, and understanding math 
assessments (unit test, MAP, and PARCC).  

 
Quarterly Parent Voice Meeting 

• Wednesday, Jan. 23, 2019 

• Wednesday, Apr.10, 2019 

• Tuesday, June 4, 2019  

•  Choice Sessions: 9:00am-10:00am, 12:00pm-1:00pm, or 
6:00pm-7:00pm 

o Location: Recreation Room  
▪ Quarterly Parent Voice meetings are 

opportunities for parents to discuss any topics 
pertaining to the school that they would like to 
share with administration. If appropriate, these 
meetings are also used to share any system-wide 
initiatives or updates that will impact the 
Dogwood community.  

 
Parent Learning Workshops (PLW) 

• Tuesday March 19, 2019 – Reading 

o Audience – Parent of all students in grades pre-k – 5th 
grade.  



 

• Tuesday April 30, 2019 – Using 3rd Quarter Report Card Data to 
Plan for Summer Learning Support 

o Audience – Parent of all students in grades 1st – 5th grade.  

• All PLW Choice Sessions: 9:00am-11:00am or 6:00pm-8:00pm.  
o Location: Recreation Room  

▪ The purpose of the PLW is to provide parents 
with purposeful information, meaningful 
activities, and opportunities to engage 
administration and staff members in discussions 
about the identified monthly topic.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Dogwood Elementary School 

Honor Roll & Skills and Conduct Award Criteria 
2018-2019 

 

The criteria listed below has been in place since the 2017-1018 school 

year. All students who meet the criteria will receive the Honor Roll 

and/or Skills & Conduct Award in their report card envelopes each 

quarter. Students will be asked to take pictures with administration on 

the following school day, but they do not need to bring their certificates 

back to school for the photo. Unfortunately, we do not have the space 

to hold an assembly every quarter as our cafeteria is utilized daily from 

10:30am-1:45pm. The criteria are listed below. If you have any 

questions or concerns, please feel free to call, email, or stop by to see 

me at any time.  

Skills & Conduct Award – Grades 1-5  
❖ The rubric is located on the back of the report card. 

• Grades 1-3 
o Quarter 1 & 3 

▪ Students must earn at least 3 out of 4 – 3’s in all 
core subjects (ELA, math, social studies, and 
science) in the Skills & Conduct section of the 
report card. This certificate is given out quarterly. 

o Quarter 2 & 4 
▪ Students must earn at least 6 out of 8 – 3’s in all 

core subjects and special areas in the Skills & 
Conduct section of the report card. This 
certificate is given out quarterly.   

• Grades 4-5 
o Quarter 1 & 3 

▪ Students must earn at least 3 out of 4- 3’s in all 
core subjects in the Skills & Conduct section of 
the report card. This certificate is given out 
quarterly.  

o Quarter 2 & 4 
▪ Students must earn at least 6 out of 8- 3’s in all 

core subjects and special areas in the Skills & 
Conduct section of the report card. This 
certificate is given out quarterly.  

 
Academic Honor Roll – Grades 1-5 

• Grades 1-3 
o Quarter 1 & 3 



 

▪ Students must earn the majority of CD’s vs. P’s in 
each core subject (ELA, math, social studies, and 
science) area on the report card. This certificate 
is given out quarterly. 

o Quarter 2 & 4 
▪ Students must earn the majority of CD’s verses 

P’s in each core subject and special areas on the 
report card. This certificate is given out quarterly.  

 

• Grades 4-5 
o Quarter 1 & 3 

▪ Students must earn all A’s and B’s in each core 
subject area on the report card. This certificate is 
given out quarterly.  

o Quarter 2 & 4 
▪ Students must earn all A’s and B’s in each core 

subject and special areas on the report card. This 
certificate is given out quarterly.  

Principal’s Award – Grades 1-5 
Students must earn academic honor roll each quarter for the entire 
school year. This award is given out annually.  
Perfect Attendance – Grades Pre-K – 5 
Students must have perfect attendance from their initial start date at 
Dogwood ES until the end of the school year. This award is given out 
annually.  

Health Corner— Nurse J. Brown, RN 

✓ Making sure students get a flu vaccine could help prevent 
illness. While flu vaccines are only about 60 percent 
effective, the good news is that vaccinated people who get 
the flu usually get a mild form.  

✓ Influenza, or “the flu,” is a highly contagious viral infection 
of the respiratory tract (nose, throat and lungs) that can 
cause secondary complications and attack other target 
organs in the body. The flu is not just a bad cold! Flu 
symptoms tend to develop quickly (usually 1 to 4 days after 
a person is exposed to the flu virus) and are usually more 
severe than the typical sneezing and congestion associated 
with the common cold. 

                 Flu symptoms can include: 

o Fever 
o Headache 
o Extreme tiredness 



 

o Dry cough 
o Sore throat 
o Runny or stuffy nose 
o Muscle aches 
o Nausea, vomiting and diarrhea are also common 

symptoms in children  
✓ You can also visit the Parent University Health and 

Wellness page for additional tips, resources, and videos on 

healthy behaviors at any age.  

✓ Dogwood Elementary is a food-free birthday party school. 

We celebrate and recognize the children on their special 

day over the announcements and in the classroom. If you 

would like to send in goody bags, be creative with non-

food items such as pencils, stickers, erasers, or small 

notepads. Children just enjoy a surprise.  

Counselors Corner– Mrs. D. Bullock and Mr. R. Simmons 
February Character Trait – Understanding  

“You must never be fearful about what you are doing when it is right.” 

Rosa Parks  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bcps.org/parentu/health_wellness/
http://www.bcps.org/parentu/health_wellness/


 

Dogwood Elementary School 
February 2019 Newsletter 

PreKindergarten 

 
Ms. Ruehr:  sruehr@bcps.org 

Phonics/Word Work Overview  

• Letter sounds:  Bb, Ii(short and long), Kk and Nn 

• We are starting to blend the onset of a word the first sound) with the rime(the rest of the word.  
This will prepare the children for blending individual sounds in kindergarten.  Some examples 
are c + at = cat; b + oy = boy; r + ug = rug 

•  We have learned seven words:  my, the, and, a, in, on, is.  The next two words are:  “are” and 
“you.”   

ELA Overview  

• Read alouds will focus on using our five senses and investigating by asking questions 

•  We will be working on answering questions about details in the text. 

•  We will be working on asking and answering questions about read alouds(such as Who? What? 
And Where?) 

ELA Home/School Connection 

• Starfall.com 

•  Abcya.com 

• Have your child use play doh to form letters or write words in shaving cream, sand, or rice. 

• Check out these apps we use on the class iPads:  Alphatots and Metamorphabet 

Math Overview and Helpful Tips  

• Measuring with non-standard units 

• Ordering objects by size(longest to shortest, tallest to shortest) 

• Making comparisons using math terms such as more, fewer, longer, shorter, taller, heavier, 
lighter, equal   

Math Home/School Connection 

• Measure objects at home using household items.  For example, you could use pennies to 
measure how long a pencil is (how many pennies long is the pencil?).  Other household items 
you could use are paper clips, silverware (for long objects!!), cheerios/fruit loops, buttons…be 
creative! 

Science or Social Studies Overview  

• Being Responsible for ourselves and our classroom 

• The Five Senses 
 

Science or Social Studies Home/School Connection 

• Talk about what senses you use in your environment 

• Talk about what your child’s responsibilities are at home 
 

Upcoming Content Projects  

•   

•   

Upcoming Field Trips  

• Zoomobile is coming on March 18!  
Zoomobile goes along with our Amazing 

mailto:sruehr@bcps.org


 

•   
 

Animals unit and is a program brought to 
Dogwood by the Maryland Zoo in 
Baltimore.  Although it will be held at 
Dogwood, it is handled like a field trip.  It 
will require completion of a permission 
slip and a fee to cover the cost.  Details 
will be sent home in late February. 

Special Note From the Team:  

• Please dress your child warmly on cold days since we go outside most days.   

• The children will be able to exchange Valentines on Valentine’s Day (February 14).  Watch your 
child’s folder for more details! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Dogwood Elementary School 
February 2019 Newsletter 

Kindergarten 
    

Mrs. G. Cumbo, Room 105 – gcumbo@bcps.org             Mrs. S. Brunn, Room 107 – sbrunn@bcps.org  
Mrs. A. Jackson, Room 187 - ajackson9@bcps.org     Ms. S. Kelly, Room 108 – skelly2@bcps.org 

Phonics/Word Work Overview 

• Students will listen for the following letter sounds: short e, f, r, b, l, and k, in the first, 
middle, and ending positions in words. 

• Students will sequence story events and provide a personal reaction to the story. 

• Students continue to print many upper and lowercase letters. 

• Use knowledge of letter sounds to blend and decode words. 

• Capitalize the first word in a sentence and use punctuation at the end. 

• Create space between words when writing simple sentences. 

• Students can copy and write some high frequency words:  are, he, if, let, she, was, had, an. 
 

ELA Overview 

• Students will demonstrate understanding of print organization, and basic features of print. 

• Students will, with prompting and support, compare/contrast the experiences and adventures 
of characters in familiar stories. 

• Students are encouraged to describe the relationship between the words and illustration by 
sharing with the class and/or creating a class book. 

• Students will participate in collaborative conversations with peers about text topics, in both 
large, and small groups. 

 

ELA Home/School Connection 

• Phonics websites to practice reading 
➢ www.abcya.com 
➢ www.abcmouse.com 
➢ www.starfall.com 

• Please continue to read books daily with your child.  Your child can read to you or you may read 
to them.  This will help in building fluency. 

• Please ask questions about the story to build comprehension. 

• Please continue to practice letter and sight word recognition.  Flash cards were sent home with 
all 65 sight words being taught this year.  Please use the word cards as a resource to improve 
reading fluency. 

Math Overview and Helpful Tips 

• Students are currently continuing to practice rote counting from 1 to 100.  Please reinforce at 
home by having your child count orally. 

• Students are expected to be able to count objects and identify the total amount.  Please assist 
at home by having your child count objects, with one to one correspondence. Please help your 
child understand that the last number said tells the number of objects counted. 

• Students will record by accurately counting the total number of units. 

mailto:gcumbo@bcps.org
mailto:sbrunn@bcps.org
mailto:ajackson9@bcps.org
mailto:skelly2@bcps.org
http://www.abcya.com/
http://www.abcmouse.com/
http://www.starfall.com/


 

• Students will begin a new unit this month, called: Make A Shape, Build A Block.  In this unit, we 
will be exploring 2D and 3D Geometry. 

 

Math Home/School Connection 

• www.coolmath.com 

• www.abcya.com 

• www.starfall.com 

• www.Pbskids.com 
 

Science or Social Studies Overview 

• Students will be engaged in the Kindergarten Weather unit. 

Upcoming Content Projects 

• Students will present their 100th Day Projects 
on February 12, 2019.  This date will change 
if we encounter bad weather which produces 
a snow day.  Please check your child’s folder 
for updates/date changes for this activity.  All 
100th Day Projects will be on display in the 
Kindergarten Hall.  Students are asked to 
display 100 items on poster board, with a 
catchy title.  No food items, please.  Students 
can arrange their 100 items in 10 groups of 
10, or in some other creative arrangement. 
 

Upcoming Field Trips 

• TBA (To Be Announced) 

• Special thanks to the Woodlawn Library 
for coming to Dogwood on January 30, 
2019 to read to our Kindergarten classes.  
Winter stories were shared, and fun was 
had by all. 

Special Note from the Team 

• Thank you for continuing to reinforce all areas at home.  Thank you for supporting our 
Kindergarten activities.  Your participation in your child’s journey is very much appreciated.  
Please be certain to send in a note explaining your child’s absence.  This can be done via a note 
in your child’s folder, or an email, or through Class Dojo messaging. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.coolmath.com/
http://www.abcya.com/
http://www.starfall.com/
http://www.pbskids.com/


 

Dogwood Elementary School 
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First Grade 

 

Mrs. L. Caplan, Room 111 – lcaplan@bcps.org      Ms.Haperkorn Room 112- chaperkorn@bcps.org 
Ms.Halperin Room 101- rhalperin@bcps.org  Mrs. K. Winings, Room 102- kwinings@bcps.org   

Phonics/Word Work Overview  

• Identify long a spelled /a/, /ai/, /ay/.  Identify long e spelled /e/, /ee/, /ea/ and /ie/. Identify long 
o spelled /o/, /oa/, /ow/, and /oe/.  Identify long I spelled /i/, /y/, /igh/, and /ie/.  Finally long e 
spelled /y/ and /ey/ 

• Blending words 

• Phoneme isolation, addition, and deletion 

• High frequency words: about, animal, carry, eight, give, four, because, blue, into, or, other, small, 
find, food, more, over, start, warm, caught, flew, know, laugh, listen, were, found, woman, hard, 
would, near, and write. 

• Grammar- was/were, has/have, go/do, see/saw 

• Adverbs 
 

ELA Overview-  

     RL.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
     RL.3 Describe characters, settings, and events in a story, using key details. 
     RL.4 Identify words and phrases in stories or poems that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses.  
     RL.7 Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or events.  

ELA Home/School Connection   

• www.funbrain.com  

• www.khanacademy.org 

• www.seussville.com  
 

• Math overview  

• We began our measurement unit 

• Compose two-dimensional shapes (rectangles, squares, trapezoids, triangles, half-circles, and 
quarter-circles) or three-dimensional shapes (cubes, right rectangular prisms, right circular 
cones, and right circular cylinders) to create a composite shape, and compose new shapes from 
the composite shape. 

• Partition circles and rectangles into two and four equal shares, describe the shares using the 
words halves, fourths, and quarters, and use the phrases half of, fourth of, and quarter of. 
Describe the whole as two of, or four of the shares. Understand for these examples that 
decomposing into more equal shares creates smaller shares. 

• Tell and write time in hours and half-hours using analog and digital clocks. 
 

 

mailto:lcaplan@bcps.org
mailto:chaperkorn@bcps.org
mailto:rhalperin@bcps.org
mailto:kwinings@bcps.org
http://www.funbrain.com/
http://www.khanacademy.org/


 

Vocabulary words: analog clock, digital clock, distance, fourth, fourth of, fractions, half, half and hour, 
half past. Halves, height, hour hand, 
In-between, inch, in fourths, in half, length, longest, measure, measurement, minute hand, o’clock, one 
fourth, one half, quarter, shortest, unit 
 

Math Home 

• http://sheppardsoftware.com/School Connection 

•   www.moneyville.ie 

• Bar graphs http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/maths/data 

• Interpret Bar Graphs (http://www.ixl.com/math/grade-1/interpret-bar-graphs) 

Science 

Unit-X-Marks the Spot Overview 

• -ESS1-1. Use observations of the sun, moon, and stars to describe patterns that can be 
predicted. 
1-ESS1-2. Make observations at different times of year to relate the amount of daylight to the 
time of year. 

• The sun changes position during the day. 

• The position of the sun affects shadow length. 

• The sun rises and sets in a predictable pattern, which makes a day. 

• The shadow is opposite from the sun’s placement. 

• The sun’s movement is a clue to the passage of time. 

• There are repeating patterns in nature. 

• The moon revolves around Earth. 

• The Earth rotates and revolves around the sun. 

• The sun, moon, and Earth move in a predictable pattern. 
 

Upcoming Content Projects  

• 100 day projects.  More information to 
follow 

• Valentine’s Day  is February 14th  

Upcoming Field Trips  

❖ N/A 

Special Note From the Team:    

• Remember to listen to the news or go to www.BCPS. org to check if schools are open due to 

inclement  weather. 

 

 
 
 

http://www.moneyville.ie/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/maths/data
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Second Grade 
 

Ms. J. Miller, Room 214 jmiller13@bcps.org             Mrs. D. Naden, Room 212 dnaden@bcps.org   
Mr. J. B. Miller, Room 213 jmiller32@bcps.org   Mrs. T. Lewis, Room 211, tlewis3@bcps.org  

Phonics/Word Work Overview   

•  Long e- ea, ie, ey, y 

•  Long u- u__e, ew, ue, u 
 

ELA Overview  

• Text features 

•  Infographics to explain extreme weather 

• Stating and supporting an opinion 
 

ELA Home/School Connection   

•  www.iReady.com  

•  www.Starfall.com  

• www.abcya.com  

Math Overview and Helpful Tips   

• Graphs and Data analysis 

• Arrays 

• Repeated Addition  

• Skip counting by 2’s, 5’s, and 10’s 

Math Home/School Connection  

•  Dreambox 

•  www.abcya.com  (math) 

•  www.mathplayground.com  

Social Studies Overview     

• Physical and Human made features 

• Rural and Urban communities 

• Economics  

• Cultures of North America  

Upcoming Content Projects:  

•  Black History Month Projects 
 

 

Upcoming Field Trips: 

• Stay tuned for news on upcoming field 
trips 

Special Note from the Team:   

• Please remember that spelling journals come home on Monday and should be returned on 
Friday. Spelling tests are on Friday. 
 

 
 

mailto:jmiller13@bcps.org
mailto:dnaden@bcps.org
mailto:jmiller32@bcps.org
mailto:tlewis3@bcps.org
http://www.iready.com/
http://www.starfall.com/
http://www.abcya.com/
http://www.abcya.com/
http://www.mathplayground.com/
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Third Grade  
  
Mrs. Pickens, Rm. 206 dpatterson4@bcps.org          Mrs. McCoy, Rm. 209 jmccoy@bcps.org     
Ms. Tate, Rm. 207 Jtate@bcps.org     Ms. Wise, Rm. 210 cwise2@bcps.org   
Ms. Brown, Rm. 208 abrown7@bcps.org  Ms. Manns, Rm. 210 amanns2@bcps.org  

Phonics/Word Work Overview    
• R controlled vowels (ar, or) 
• R controlled vowels (ar, ir)   
• Prefixes (mis-, pre-) 
• Dipthongs (oi, ou) 
• Long u (oo, u, ue, ew, u_e) 

http://www.softschools.com/language_arts/phonics/games/er_ir_and_ur_sounds.jsp  
http://www.ictgames.com/poopDeckPirates/index.html  
https://www.spellzone.com/games/bouncing_anagram/index.cfm?wordlist=8314&speed=2  
https://www.quia.com/rr/137179.html   
  

ELA Overview –  Unit 4: Motivations for Exploration  
• ask and answer questions  
• identify the relationship between a series of historical events (sequencing, cause/effect) 
• determine the meaning of unknown words 
• use text features to aid comprehension  
• describe characters in a story (traits, motivations) and explain how their actions contribute to the 
sequence of events 
• write opinion pieces  

ELA Home/School Connection    

• Questioning and Summarizing Practice  
• http://reading.ecb.org/   
• http://mrnussbaum.com/readingcomp/bufcomp/   

• Cause and Effect  
• http://www.roomrecess.com/pages/CauseEffect.html    
• https://jr.brainpop.com/readingandwriting/comprehension/causeandeffect/   
• https://www.quia.com/cb/122529.html?AP_rand=2048170885&playHTML=1   
• http://www.roomrecess.com/mobile/ReadingRaiders/play.html   
• http://www.roomrecess.com/pages/Sequencing.html   

• Writing sentences   
• https://www.turtlediary.com/game/sentence-unscramble-third-grade.html  

• Context Clues/Vocabulary (unknown words) 
• http://www.roomrecess.com/pages/VocabVik.html 
• http://www.roomrecess.com/mobile/ContextClues/play.html 
• http://www.abcya.com/antonyms_synonyms_homonyms.htm 
• https://www.mrnussbaum.com/hawkabulary  

• Identifying character traits 

mailto:dpatterson4@bcps.org
mailto:jmccoy@bcps.org
mailto:Jtate@bcps.org
mailto:cwise2@bcps.org
mailto:abrown7@bcps.org
mailto:amanns2@bcps.org
http://www.softschools.com/language_arts/phonics/games/er_ir_and_ur_sounds.jsp
http://www.ictgames.com/poopDeckPirates/index.html
https://www.spellzone.com/games/bouncing_anagram/index.cfm?wordlist=8314&speed=2
https://www.quia.com/rr/137179.html
http://reading.ecb.org/
http://mrnussbaum.com/readingcomp/bufcomp/
http://www.roomrecess.com/pages/CauseEffect.html
https://jr.brainpop.com/readingandwriting/comprehension/causeandeffect/
https://www.quia.com/cb/122529.html?AP_rand=2048170885&playHTML=1
http://www.roomrecess.com/mobile/ReadingRaiders/play.html
http://www.roomrecess.com/pages/Sequencing.html
https://www.turtlediary.com/game/sentence-unscramble-third-grade.html
http://www.roomrecess.com/pages/VocabVik.html
http://www.roomrecess.com/mobile/ContextClues/play.html
http://www.abcya.com/antonyms_synonyms_homonyms.htm
https://www.mrnussbaum.com/hawkabulary


 

• https://youtu.be/mZB0F3bMe4g  

• https://learnzillion.com/lesson_plans/7634-understand-a-character-s-personality-traits/  

• https://learnzillion.com/lesson_plans/8190-describe-characters-in-a-story-using-key-details-from-
the-text/  

• https://www.quia.com/rr/30867.html 

• http://www.roomrecess.com/mobile/TrickOrTrait/play.html  
• Typing Practice   

• http://www.slimekids.com/games/typing-games/typingfiles/spider.swf   
• http://media.abcya.com/games/jump_key/flash/jump_key.swf  
• http://media3.knowledgeadventure.com/ka/Files/Games/typingmonster/typingmonster.swf   

   

Math Overview and Helpful Tips  -  Unit 4 Fractions  
• Partition shapes into parts with equal areas ex. 1/4 
• Using rulers to measure lengths including halves and fourths of an inch 
• Use measurement data to create and interpret a line plot 
• Understand a fraction and parts of a whole 
• Understand a fraction as a number line and represent fractions on a number line  
• Representing fractions greater than 1 on a number line 
• Understand equivalent fractions: that they are the same size or are on the same place on a number 

line. 
•  Compare two fractions with the same numerator or the same denominator by reasoning about 

their size.  

Math Home/School Connection   
***Please use these resources to help explain math concepts to your child at home.   

• Identifying and Naming Fractions 

• http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/mathgames/earlymath/fractions_shoot.swf 

• http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/mathgames/fractions/fractionSet.swf 

• http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/mathgames/fractions/memory_fractions2.swf 

• http://www.abcya.com/fraction_fling.htm  

• http://www.fuelthebrain.com/games/jelly-golf/ 

• https://www.khanacademy.org/math/arithmetic/fraction-arithmetic/arith-review-fractions-
intro/v/fraction-basics (video) 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DnFrOetuUKg (video) 

• Fractions on a Number Line 

• http://assets.pearsonschoolapps.com/asset_mgr/current/20128/hatchin_live.swf  

• http://www.mathplayground.com/puzzle_pics_fractions.html 

• https://www.sheppardsoftware.com/mathgames/fractions/AnimalRescueFractionsNumberLin
eGame.htm 

• Fractions Greater than 1 

• https://www.splashmath.com/math-skills/fourth-grade/fractions/fractions-greater-than-1 

• https://www.splashmath.com/math-skills/fourth-grade/fractions/compare-fractions-with-half-
and-one 

• https://www.khanacademy.org/math/arithmetic/fraction-arithmetic/arith-review-fractions-
intro/v/recognizing-fractions-greater-than-1-math-3rd-grade-khan-academy (video) 

https://youtu.be/mZB0F3bMe4g
https://learnzillion.com/lesson_plans/7634-understand-a-character-s-personality-traits/
https://learnzillion.com/lesson_plans/8190-describe-characters-in-a-story-using-key-details-from-the-text/
https://learnzillion.com/lesson_plans/8190-describe-characters-in-a-story-using-key-details-from-the-text/
https://www.quia.com/rr/30867.html
http://www.roomrecess.com/mobile/TrickOrTrait/play.html
http://www.slimekids.com/games/typing-games/typingfiles/spider.swf
http://media.abcya.com/games/jump_key/flash/jump_key.swf
http://media3.knowledgeadventure.com/ka/Files/Games/typingmonster/typingmonster.swf
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/mathgames/earlymath/fractions_shoot.swf
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/mathgames/fractions/fractionSet.swf
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/mathgames/fractions/memory_fractions2.swf
http://www.abcya.com/fraction_fling.htm
http://www.fuelthebrain.com/games/jelly-golf/
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/arithmetic/fraction-arithmetic/arith-review-fractions-intro/v/fraction-basics
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/arithmetic/fraction-arithmetic/arith-review-fractions-intro/v/fraction-basics
https://email.bcps.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=6xEH1dNjtkH2tr9NTvUnPYA8e4foCabeawl0eZX5OURoI8H5fkXUCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.youtube.com%2fwatch%3fv%3dDnFrOetuUKg
http://assets.pearsonschoolapps.com/asset_mgr/current/20128/hatchin_live.swf
http://www.mathplayground.com/puzzle_pics_fractions.html
https://www.sheppardsoftware.com/mathgames/fractions/AnimalRescueFractionsNumberLineGame.htm
https://www.sheppardsoftware.com/mathgames/fractions/AnimalRescueFractionsNumberLineGame.htm
https://www.splashmath.com/math-skills/fourth-grade/fractions/fractions-greater-than-1
https://www.splashmath.com/math-skills/fourth-grade/fractions/compare-fractions-with-half-and-one
https://www.splashmath.com/math-skills/fourth-grade/fractions/compare-fractions-with-half-and-one
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/arithmetic/fraction-arithmetic/arith-review-fractions-intro/v/recognizing-fractions-greater-than-1-math-3rd-grade-khan-academy
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/arithmetic/fraction-arithmetic/arith-review-fractions-intro/v/recognizing-fractions-greater-than-1-math-3rd-grade-khan-academy


 

• Equivalent Fractions 

• http://harcourtschool.com/activity/elab2004/gr3/10.swf 

• http://media.abcya.com/games/equivalent_fractions_bingo/flash/equivalent_fractions_bingo.
swf 

• http://pbskids.org/cyberchase/media/games/equivalentfractions/equivalent_fractions.swf  

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vKXqzpz-G0s (video) 

• Comparing Fractions 

• http://www.numeracyhelper.com/fractionbars/fractionbarswithdec.swf 

• http://www.professorgarfield.org/KBKids/video/kbs2012.swf 

• https://www.khanacademy.org/math/cc-third-grade-math/cc-3rd-fractions-topic/cc-3rd-
comparing-fractions/v/comparing-fractions-visually-and-on-number-line (video) 

  

Science/Social Studies/Health   
We will start our second social studies unit about South America. We will be focusing on four countries: 
Argentina, Chile, Brazil, and Peru. We will learn about using longitude and latitude on a globe. We will also 
learn about significant historical events, physical features, cultures, and the economy of these four 
countries.  

Upcoming Content Projects      
• Social Studies: South American Country Research  

Upcoming Field Trips    
• In the process of planning of our 
next trip to the Maryland Science 
Center! 

Special Notes From the Team:    
   
• To access the LearnZillion videos, you may need to create a free account. Learnzillion has tons of 
math and reading videos, so we highly encourage you to create an account, so you can have access to 
these resources.   
• Additional games for your child to play will be available on Schoology’s courses. These games will 
change based on the skills we are working on. If there is a game that is helping your child or enjoyable to 
your child, please bookmark it. If you would like to return to an activity from previous weeks, you can 
change the weekly date or look on the calendar to return to that activity.     
• Ms. Wise will be out for a few weeks in February. Ms. Manns will be her long term substitute 
during this time. Please make sure to e-mail Ms. Manns if you have any questions or concerns during Ms. 
Wise’s absence.  
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Fourth Grade 

 
Mrs. B. Linehan, Room 201 blinehan@bcps.org               Mrs. S Wall, Room 202 swall2@bcps.org 
Ms. C. Sutton - Room 203- csutton@bcps.org               Ms. E. Egert- Room 204- eegert@bcps.org  

Mr. R Hagerich, Room 205 ghagerich@bcps.org 

Phonics/Word Work Overview 

• 4th grade students will review & practice their knowledge of compound words 

• Inflectional endings -ed and -ing in single and multisyllabic words and introduces when rules do 
and do not apply 

• Inflectional endings y to i  with inflectional endings of -ier, -iest, ily, -ies, and -ied.  

• Vowel sound patterns of /ü/, /u̇/, and /ū/ as in zoom, should and huge.   

• Diphthongs /oi/ and /ou/ as in annoy and gown 

ELA Overview  

• This month, 4th grade students will complete their culminating project from the third unit of ELA, 
“Taking a Stand.” Students will take a stand in order to express their opinion about a selected 
topic and support it with evidence and information from multiple texts. To do so, students will 
have a choice of expressing their opinion in a blog, podcast, or screencast. In the second half of 
this month, students will begin their fourth unit of ELA, “Building on our Past.” In unit 4, the 
novel, Inside Out & Back Again by Thanhha Lai, will be used during Shared Learning and small 
group work in order to address informational, literary, writing and speaking/listening standards. 
The novel is a work of fiction in the form of narrative poetry and represents a more 
contemporary perspective on the journey from the “Old World,” in this case Vietnam (or Viet 
Nam), to the “New World.”  

❖ Essential Questions:  
▪ How do we build on what came before? 
▪ How can learning about the past help you understand the present? 
▪ How do the stories we choose to tell define our cultural and personal identities? 

❖ Culminating Project- 
▪ During the course of this unit, students will be conducting research about the 

Vietnam war as well as the traditions and customs of the Vietnam culture. 
Students will use this research to create a digital resource for upcoming 4th grade 
students to help them better understand the story Inside Out & Back Again. 

ELA Home/School Connection 

• Practice reading comprehension skills 
❖ http://www.learningfarm.com/web/practicePassThrough.cfm?TopicID=147  

• Study guide for Inside Out & Back Again including plot summary, chapter summaries, theme 
description, and comprehension questions.  

❖ http://www.bookrags.com/studyguide-inside-out-and-back-again  

• Website providing several web links to different articles on the traditions and culture of Vietnam 
❖ https://www.symbaloo.com/mix/vietnamresearch  

mailto:blinehan@bcps.org
mailto:swall2@bcps.org
mailto:csutton@bcps.org
mailto:eegert@bcps.org
mailto:ghagerich@bcps.org
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https://www.symbaloo.com/mix/vietnamres


 

Math Overview and Helpful Tips 

• Unit 3- Strategies and Properties of Dividing- This month the students are finishing the division 
unit. In this unit, students will make the connection between multiplication and division as 
inverse operations. They will assess the reasonableness of answers using estimation strategies. 
They will use various place value strategies to solve division problems. 
❖ Unit 3- Practices and Multiplication Facts: Even during our division unit, our students depend 

daily on their knowledge of multiplication facts as they work on fluently multiplying larger 
numbers and solving word problems. We have noticed that some students do not know all of 
their basic facts. Online multiplication games and Dreambox will help students learn their 
facts. At home you can make flash cards and post 3 or 4 basic facts each week and challenge 
your child to master all their facts.  

❖ Unit 3- Vocabulary  
o remainder, partial quotients, factor, factor pairs, prime number, multiple, generalize, 

composite number  

• Unit 4- Fractions- After the division unit, the students will be beginning unit 4, fractions. In this 
unit, the students apply their understanding of fractions by representing fractions and mixed 
numbers in various ways. They will compare and order fractions and mixed numbers and will use 
number sense and fraction benchmarks to determine the value of a fraction.  
❖ Unit 4- Practices: In this unit, the students have to identify that a fraction are equal parts of 

one whole. In this unit, the students will have to find common factors in which they will have 
to use their multiplication facts. Students should continue to work on the facts at home.  

❖ Unit 4- Vocabulary  
o Equivalent fractions, numerator, denominator, common factor, benchmark fraction, 

decompose, compose, mixed number, unit fraction 
 

Math Home/School Connection:  

• Unit Fractions 

• https://learnzillion.com/lesson_plans/7921-write-unit-fractions-using-shapes/ 

• Equivalent Fractions 

• https://learnzillion.com/lesson_plans/5164-identify-equivalent-fractions-using-fraction-
models/ 

• Compare Fractions 

• https://learnzillion.com/resources/99856-comparing-fractions/ 

• Pearson Lesson videos from Topic Eight and Nine 
❖ Access by students BCPS One log in 
❖ Go to Digital Content 
❖ Choose Pearson. Click on Topic 8 and 9  

Science and Social Studies Overview  

• Unit 2 Science (Rubbish Rescue): In this unit, students will study energy and its transfer. They 

will use the Engineering Design Process to solve a littler problem at school. Students will work 

https://learnzillion.com/lesson_plans/7921-write-unit-fractions-using-shapes/
https://learnzillion.com/lesson_plans/5164-identify-equivalent-fractions-using-fraction-models/
https://learnzillion.com/lesson_plans/5164-identify-equivalent-fractions-using-fraction-models/


 

together in teams to build a device that converts different forms of energy in order to clean 

up litter in the school yard.  

Upcoming Content Projects 

❖ ELA-Vietnam Digital Resource: During this 
Unit of ELA students will be creating a digital 
resource on the traditions and customs of 
Vietnam and the Vietnam War.   

❖ Science-Rubbish Rescue: Students will work in 
small groups in order to create a prototype for 
a trash collection machine using three 
transfers of energy andrecycled materials.  

Upcoming Field Trips 

❖ Spring- Days of Taste: Look out 
for more information to come!  

Special Note from the Team: 

• Continue to check grades as they are updated through BCPSone. 

• Continue to read 20+ minutes per night at home and complete your Reading Log.  
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Phonics/Word Work Overview  

• Open syllables in multisyllabic words 

• Open syllables with breaks between vowels 

• Vowel teams in multisyllabic words 

• Consonant + ie multisyllabic words 

• R controlled vowel syllables 

ELA Overview Unit 2B: Historical Fiction Study 

• Historical fiction genre study 

• Figurative language 

• Comparing settings and characters 

• Point of view 

• Summarizing 

• Theme 

ELA Home/School Connection  

• How to Write a Book Review – Tips for helping your child with the Unit 3 Culminating Event 
❖ http://www.readwritethink.org/parent-afterschool-resources/tips-howtos/help-child-write-

book-30292.html 

• Common Core 5th Grade Writing Tips 
❖ http://www.greatschools.org/gk/articles/fifth-grade-writing/ 

• Tumblebooks (online data base of stories) 
❖ Accessed through BCPSOne<Digital Content 

• Reading Literature, Reading for Information, & Writing Skills Overview: 
❖ http://www.lbeach.org/Assets/CC_ELA/ParentGuide_ELA_5.pdf  

•  Tips for Strengthen your child’s reading comprehension at home:  
❖ http://www.scholastic.com/parents/resources/article/milestones-expectations/fifth-grade-

reading-tips-to-smoothen-transition   

Math Overview and Helpful Tips Unit 4: Fraction Operations 

• Estimating fractions with benchmark fractions 

• Finding a common denominator to add and subtract fractions 

• Multiplying and dividing fractions with models and standard  

Math Home/School Connection 

• Adding Fractions with Unlike Denominators 
❖ https://www.khanacademy.org/math/arithmetic/fraction-arithmetic/arith-review-add-sub-

fractions/v/adding-small-fractions-with-unlike-denominators 

• Multiplying Fractions 
❖ https://www.khanacademy.org/math/arithmetic/fraction-arithmetic/arith-review-multiply-

fractions/v/multiplying-fractions 

mailto:bwilliams11@bcps.org
mailto:jsmith26@bcps.org
mailto:avoystock@bcps.org
mailto:ahandzo@bcps.org
mailto:jtillery2@bcps.org
http://www.readwritethink.org/parent-afterschool-resources/tips-howtos/help-child-write-book-30292.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/parent-afterschool-resources/tips-howtos/help-child-write-book-30292.html
http://www.greatschools.org/gk/articles/fifth-grade-writing/
http://www.lbeach.org/Assets/CC_ELA/ParentGuide_ELA_5.pdf
http://www.scholastic.com/parents/resources/article/milestones-expectations/fifth-grade-reading-tips-to-smoothen-transition
http://www.scholastic.com/parents/resources/article/milestones-expectations/fifth-grade-reading-tips-to-smoothen-transition
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/arithmetic/fraction-arithmetic/arith-review-add-sub-fractions/v/adding-small-fractions-with-unlike-denominators
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/arithmetic/fraction-arithmetic/arith-review-add-sub-fractions/v/adding-small-fractions-with-unlike-denominators
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/arithmetic/fraction-arithmetic/arith-review-multiply-fractions/v/multiplying-fractions
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/arithmetic/fraction-arithmetic/arith-review-multiply-fractions/v/multiplying-fractions


 

• Fraction Fun! (home suggestions) 
❖ https://www.scholastic.com/parents/school-success/learning-toolkit-blog/fraction-fun-

grades-3-5.html 

• Practice Games for Multiplication, Division, Decimals, and Fractions 
❖ http://www.mathplayground.com  

 
❖ Accessed through BCPSOne 

-Digital Content 
-Click the green “P” 
-Click “Pearson realize” 

• Dream Box 
❖ http://www.dreambox.com/ or access through BCPSOne 

Science or Social Studies Overview: Becoming Banneker 

• Investigate the effects of gravity 

• Analyze apparent movement and brightness of the sun and stars 

• Examine the visibility of celestial bodies throughout the year 

Science or Social Studies Home/School Connection 

• Safari Montage: Gravity 

• Brain Pop: Gravity 

Upcoming Content Projects  

• Create a sundial using solar observations 
at the end of the science unit 

• Historical Fiction Book Talk 

Upcoming Field Trips 

• No upcoming field trips  

Special Note from the Team: 

•  All fifth-grade classrooms are using Class Dojo to monitor positive behavior. Please let your 
student’s homeroom and math teacher know if you would still like to sign up for class Dojo. We 
are hoping for 100% participation from all parents.  

• Please check Schoology regularly for updates on your students’ academic progress. 
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